Michelangeloâ€™s David is the worldâ€™s most famous statue, a universal symbol of Florence and of Italy. Hailed as the epitome of Renaissance art, the David has inspired contemporary artists from Warhol to Banksy and has been reproduced in life-size copies all over the globe. Why does a 500-year-old statue of a religious figure continue to resonate so deeply today?The answer lies in the captivating story of Michelangeloâ€™s David. It is a tale rich in conflict, tension, controversy and cultural meaning. Author Victor Coonin tells this story not as ancient history but as a centuries-long biography right up to the present day. What started simply as a monumental block of Carrara marble took on new vigour in Michelangeloâ€™s gifted hands. The statue is both life-like and larger than life: an embodiment of human accomplishment, of perfection, magnificence and beauty. The David has a life of his own, and this life succeeds in telling us something about ourselves. dispelling the myths around it and the relationship of the marble statue to the time in which it was created up to the present when it is hailed as the icon of gay art and copied in all forms throughout the world is a journey in edification and entertainment.What Coonin has accomplished here is an examination of a single work of art and in doing so introduces his audience to the travails and victories of the most celebrated statue in the world. It is a book that will form now on serve scholars, students of art history, teachers of the Renaissance movement, and yet at the same time it is so sensitively written that it reads like a historical novel, a book that will appeal to the general reader as well as those in the Ivory Tower. Or as the author states in his Preface, `Writing a monograph on Michelangelo's David has been a thrilling and humbling experience. Over my career I have studied Michelangelo with special interest and taught several seminars on the artist to both undergraduates and adults. Discussion of the David has always been a highlight but also a cause of consternation as audiences try to better understand a sculpture that already seems so familiar. 
